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Waiting For FEMA Approval For Demo

While we have experienced some delays in the start of our building demolition, our overall project
timeline continues to remain steady. While schedules and timeframes are always subject to SU IARY

change, at this point we continue to point toward June of 2023 for the completion of our project.

Delay in Demolition
due to FEMA not
affecting overall
project timeline

The reason for the delay in the start of the building demolition is FEMA is required to consult with
the Tennessee State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and Native American tribes that have a

presence in the area before releasing a project like ours to demolish a historic structure.

After quite a bit of back and forth between FEMA and SHPO a formal consultation letter was .
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crafted by FEMA and sent to the SHPO and Native American tribes in the area on December 23rd.
The SHPO has 30 days to respond to the letter and the tribes have 45 days to respond.

While unexpected delays like this can feel frustrating it is important that we remember FEMA is

Building Committee
Will Have Design Info
to Share Soon

working with us to provide a multi-million-dollar grant that makes our building project possible.
There is a lot of red tape to cut through when dealing with federal grant money and the team we
are working with at FEMA is working very hard on our behalf to help our project get through all of

the red tape as quickly as possible. They continue to be vital and extremely helpful partners on

our project.









Your Voice Malters

It is the genuine hope of the Building Committee that enough care and time are put into
informing and listening to our congregation that consensus can be built and these votes
are completed in a celebratory manner and not a divisive manner.

To accomplish this, we need you to speak up, provide input, and ask unanswered
questions that you may have. Congregational feedback has been vital in making
necessary adjustments to this project. Your voice not only matters but is incredibly
useful for our church’s project. Please contact the East End UMC Building Committee
with questions, suggestions, concerns, and comments at
eastendrebuilding@gmail.com.

We are entering an incredibly exciting time for our church as we clarify what our new
Beacon on the Hill will look like. Thank you for the hope and faith you continue to pour
into this church. This congregation is a true inspiration to me and to the churches of our
conference. In this time of turmoil and waiting YOU have been and continue to be living
beacons of God’s love.

In Christ,

Scott
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