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WHO WE ARE AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
We believe that Jesus’ message of unconditional love means that 

every human being is a child of God and is worthy of love, respect, 
and inclusion. We welcome and embrace people regardless of 

sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, race, 
ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, physical and mental 

ability, education, and housing status. We stand against 
discrimination and exclusion by choosing to worship and serve 

with all people through love, acceptance, and reconciliation.



 
Gathering and Entrance  

 
GREETING  Rev. Joanna Cummings 
   
PRELUDE  Derrick Rohl, piano 
   
CHORAL CALL 
TO WORSHIP 

Prepare Ye 
Godspell 

Sanctuary Choir 

Choir: Prepare ye, the way of the Lord! 
All: Prepare ye, the way of the Lord! 
   
*WORDS OF GREETING+  Cheryl Stone 
One: On Sundays and Mondays, 
Many: on good days and bad days, 
One: early in the morning and very late at night, 
Many: here in this room, and out in the world, God, we 

long for you to break in. 
One: Meet us in this space. 
Many: Surprise us with your presence. 
One: Fill this room with your good news. 
All: With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. 

Amen! 
  
*OPENING 
HYMN 

Blessed Be the God of 
Israel 

UMH 209 

 
1. Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free, 

who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty. 



The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; 

God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace. 

 

2. Now from the house of David a child of grace is given; 

a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven. 

Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 

the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 

 

3. On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, 

the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner's eyes, 

to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace; 

O bless our God and Savior with songs that never 

cease! 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION++  Cheryl Stone 

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to 
feel your presence in our lives. We long for you to break 
through the chaos and suffering of this world. However, 
if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel 
you in our midst. Forgive our rushing and distractions. 
Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us in this 
space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod, even 
on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen. 

Pray in silence 
   



 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Cheryl Stone 
One: Hear and believe the good news this Advent 

season: Nothing can keep God’s love away. We are 
seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
All: Glory to God. Amen. 
   
PASSING OF THE PEACE  Cheryl Stone 
One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
   
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT 
WREATH 

Anna Landry & Jen 
Austin 

   
RESPONSE 
TO CANDLE 
LIGHTING 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Verse 1 

UMH 211 

Children, age 4 to 5th grade, are invited to a worship experience at 
Children’s Church after the candle lighting.  
Participating children will return to their families during the Offertory. 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 



 
ANTHEM Advent Alleluia Sanctuary Choir 
 Keith Christopher  
 

Proclamation of God’s Word 
 

SCRIPTURE Luke 1:5-13 Cheryl Stone 
Our spoken response to the reading of God’s word: 

Thanks be to God. 
   
SERMON Do Not Be Afraid Rev. Brandon Baxter 
   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Joe Lee 
   
THE LORD’S PRAYER†    

Our God in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

   
OFFERTORY  Derrick Rohl, piano 
   
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All 

Blessings Flow 
For Advent 

Tune of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 



Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Maker, Child, and Holy Ghost. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 

Sending Forth 
 

*CLOSING 
HYMN 

My Soul Gives Glory to 
My God 

UMH 198 

 
1. My soul gives glory to my God. My heart pours out 

its praise. 
God lifted up my lowliness in many marvelous ways. 
 

2. My god has done great things for me: yes, holy is this 
name. 
All people will declare me blessed, and blessings they 
shall claim. 
 

3. From age to age, to all who fear, such mercy love 
imparts, 
dispensing justice far and near, dismissing selfish 
hearts. 
 

4. Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes 
the insecure,  
leaves hungry spirits satisfied, the rich seem 
suddenly poor. 



 
5. Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in 

distress, 
remembering past promises with present 
faithfulness. 

 
*SPOKEN BENEDICTION  Rev. Brandon Baxter 
   
*CHORAL 
BENEDICTION 

Come, Emmanuel 
Verse 1 

Worship and Song 
3130 

 
1. Come and speak to us, come and renew us, 

come and live through us, Emmanuel. 
Grace to implore us, ever before us, 
come and restore us, Emmanuel. 
 

Refrain: 
Come Emmanuel; come, Emmanuel. 
Come Emmanuel; come, Emmanuel. 

 
*POSTLUDE  Derrick Rohl, piano 
 
*The congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit. 
 
† At East End UMC, we begin the Lord’s Prayer with the simple name “God”, acknowledging that many images 
of God exist. Please use whatever language speaks to you; Father, Mother, Parent, Creator, etc. 



 
Announcements 

 

East End UMC Calendar Reminders 
Sunday 11/30: 10:00 AM Worship at Warner 
 5:00 PM UMY at Aldersgate 
   
Monday 12/9: 8:00 AM Coffee and Convo at Ugly Mugs 
 6:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting via Zoom 
   
Wednesday 12/10: 8:30 AM Building Committee Meeting via Zoom 
 5:30 PM Skeptics & Seekers at Jim & Joy Rich’s 

Home 
 

Giving 
Online gifts can be made via Venmo @eastendumc or online at 
www.eastendumc.org/give. Please note if donations are for the General Operating 
budget or the Building Campaign. 
 
 

Please see www.eastendumc.org/give for information on how to check your current 
contributions or pledges. We appreciate your gifts to EEUMC! 
 

Nursery Ministry 
Our Nursery Ministry is available during Sunday morning worship for children ages 
8 wks. until 4 yrs. 
 

This Week’s Birthdays 
11/30: Courtney Shultz 
12/5: Evan Alini 
12/6: Johnny Woodard 

 

+ Call to Worship by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 
++ Common Confession and Words of assurance adapted from liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org.   
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