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WHO WE ARE AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 
We believe that Jesus’ message of unconditional love means that 

every human being is a child of God and is worthy of love, respect, 
and inclusion. We welcome and embrace people regardless of 

sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, race, 
ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, physical and mental 

ability, education, and housing status. We stand against 
discrimination and exclusion by choosing to worship and serve 

with all people through love, acceptance, and reconciliation.



 
Gathering and Entrance  

 
GREETING August Phillippi 
   
PRELUDE Spirit of God, Descend upon 

My Heart 
Llyod Larson 

Derrick Rohl, 
piano 

   
*CALL TO WORSHIP+ Pam Dilmore 

One:  Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the 
Jordan River to be baptized. 

Many: We come to be cleansed and made whole. 

One:  Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ 
insistence that John baptize God Incarnate. 

Many: We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the 
kingdom of God. 

One:  Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ 
identity and the truth of our identity as God’s 
people. 

Many: We come to remember and embody who we are 
as beloved children of God. 

One:  Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the 
baptismal waters and salvation life. 

All: We come to worship God who empowers us 
through divine presence to live together as the 
family of God. 

  
 



 
*OPENING HYMN Baptized in 

Water 
TFWS 2248 

 
1. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit 

Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King 
Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise 
Faithfully now God's praise we sing 
 

2. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit 
Dead in the tomb, with Christ our King 
One with his rising, freed and forgiven 
Thankfully now God's praise we sing 
 

3. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit 
Marked with the sign of Christ our King 
Born of one Father, we are his children 
Joyfully now God's praise we sing 

 
WORDS: Michael Saward. © 1982 Michael Saward - The Jubilate Group 

(Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various 
regions). CCLI License #11213957. 

MUSIC: Trad. Gaelic Melody 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COMMON CONFESSION++ Pam Dilmore 

Dear God, we can be incredibly stubborn. In this season 
when your Light and blessings are poured out on the 
world, we still turn inward to our own problems and 
desires. Pour your baptismal waters over us again—
cleansing our self-pity, arrogance, jealousy, and greed—
and nourish us so we may joyfully serve you. Let us 
receive anew the blessings of creation, the birth and 
baptism of Jesus, and the faithful witness of your saints. 
Amen. 

Pray in Silence   
   
WORDS OF ASSURANCE Pam Dilmore 
One: The love of God is always offered to us, freely, 

joyfully, for all eternity. Rejoice, dear friends, this 
is the Good News. In the name of Jesus Christ, you 
are forgiven. 

Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
All: Glory to God. Amen. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE Pam Dilmore 
One: The peace of Christ be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM Down in the River to Pray 

Arr. Sheldon Curry 
Kris Clements, solo; 

Sanctuary Choir 
Children, age 4 to 5th grade, are invited to a worship experience at 
Children’s Church.  
Participating children will return to their families during the Offertory. 



 
Proclamation of God’s Word 

 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 3:13-17 Pam Dilmore 

Our spoken response to the reading of God’s word: 
Thanks be to God. 

   
HYMN Down Galilee’s Slow 

Roadways 
See Insert 

   
1. Down Galilee's slow roadways 

a stranger traveled on 
from Nazareth to Jordan 
to be baptized by John. 
He went down to the waters  
like soldier, scribe, and slave, 
but there within the river 
the sign was birth and grave. 
 

2. Arising from the river 
he saw the heavens torn; 
it seemed the sky so open 
revealed the Spirit's form. 
The holy dove descended 
amid a glorious voice: 
"You are my own beloved, 
my child, my heart, my choice." 
 

3. We too have found a roadway; 
it led us to this place. 



We all have had to travel 
in search of hope and grace. 
But now beside this water 
again a voice is heard. 
"You are my own, my chosen, 
beloved of your Lord." 

   
WORDS: Sylvia G. Dunstan. © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. OneLicense A-

733944. 
   
SERMON Child(ren) of God Rev. Brandon Baxter 
   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Brandon Baxter 
   
THE LORD’S PRAYER†   

Our God in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

   
OFFERTORY Fairest Lord Jesus 

Joel Raney 
Derrick Rohl, 

piano 
   
*DOXOLOGY     Praise God, from Whom 

All Blessings Flow 
UMH 94 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 



Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
REMEMBERANCE OF 
BAPTISM 

Revs. Brandon Baxter 
and Joanna Cummings 

   
*CLOSING 
HYMN 

Wonder of 
Wonders 

 

 
1. Wonder of wonders here revealed; 

God's covenant with us is sealed. 
And long before we know or pray, 
God's love enfolds us every day. 

 
2. Here in this sacrament we see 

God's grace unbound, for all, for me! 
May we respond with joyful praise 
In loving service all our days. 

 
3. Now we our vow of faith renew, 

Stretch wide our sights to global view, 
And claim with Christians far and near 
A larger family held dear. 

 
WORDS: Jane Parker Huber. © 1980 Jane Parker Huber (admin Westminster 

John Knox Press) OneLicense A-733944. 
MUSIC: ELLACOMBE, 1784. Public Domain. 

 



 
*COMMUNAL 
BENEDICTION+++ 

Rev. Brandon Baxter 

I am not my own self-made, self-reliant human being. 
In truth, O God, I am Yours. Make me into what You 
will. Make me a neighbor with all as You will. Guide me 
on the easy path for You. Guide me on the rocky road 
for You. Whether I am to step up for You or step aside 
for You; Whether I am to be lifted high for You or 
brought low for You; Whether I become full or empty, 
with all things or with nothing; I give all that I have and 
all that I am for You. So be it. And may I always 
remember that you, O God, and I belong to each other. 
Amen. 

   
*SUNG 
BENEDICTION 

Go Now In 
Peace 

Natalie Sleeth 

Sanctuary Choir 

   
*POSTLUDE Go Down, Moses with Wade 

in the Water 
 Larry Shackley 

Derrick 
Rohl, piano 

   
 
*The congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit. 
 
† At East End UMC, we begin the Lord’s Prayer with the simple name “God”, acknowledging that many images 
of God exist. Please use whatever language speaks to you; Father, Mother, Parent, Creator, etc. 



 
Announcements 

 

East End UMC Calendar Reminders 
Sunday 1/11: 10:00 AM Worship at Warner 
 4:00 PM Creative Connections at the Hale’s Home 
 5:00 PM UMY at Aldersgate 
 6:00 PM Choir Rehearsal at Eastwood 
   
Monday 1/12: 8:00 AM Coffee and Convo at Ugly Mugs 
   
Wednesday 1/13: 5:30 PM Skeptics & Seekers at the Rich’s Home 

 

Giving 
Online gifts can be made via Venmo @eastendumc or online at 
www.eastendumc.org/give. Please note if donations are for the General Operating 
budget or the Building Campaign. 
 
 

Please see www.eastendumc.org/give for information on how to check your current 
contributions or pledges. 2025 giving statements will be sent out by the end of 
January. We appreciate your gifts to EEUMC! 
 

Nursery Ministry 
Our Nursery Ministry is available during Sunday morning worship for children ages 
8 wks. until 4 yrs. 
 

This Week’s Birthdays 
1/11: Amelia Roland-Sabens, Jacqueline Sanders 
1/12: Kim Harvey, Sheyla Helm, Ruby Schneider 
1/14: Tina Alston 
1/15: Nico Demetrio, James Grunau 
1/17: David Harris, Cori Morris 

 

+ Adapted from liturgy written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025. 

++ Common Confession and Words of assurance adapted from liturgy by Nancy C. Townley, https://ministrymatters.com/2019-12-09_worship_connection_baptism_of_the_lord_a/ 

+++Adapted from original posting on HackingChristianity.net by Rev. Jeremy Smith (@umjeremy) 
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