February 8, 2026 — 10:00 AM
5™ Sunday after the Epiphany
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EAST END
United Methodist Church
522 Russell St
Nashville, Tennessee 37206
www.eastendumc.org

WHO WE ARE AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH
We believe that Jesus’ message of unconditional love means that
every human being is a child of God and 1s worthy of love, respect,
and inclusion. We welcome and embrace people regardless of
sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, race,
ethnicity, age, faith history, economic status, physical and mental
ability, education, and housing status. We stand against
discrimination and exclusion by choosing to worship and serve
with all people through love, acceptance, and reconciliation.



Gathering and Entrance

GREETING August Phillippi
PRELUDE Derrick Rohl, piano
*CALL TO WORSHIP" Scouts

One:  Called to be light,

Many: we carry God's hope into the shadows of the
world.

One:  Called to be salt,

Many: we enhance the lives of those around us, with

Joy.
One:  Called to live in God's reality,
Many: we welcome everyone as our siblings and as

beloved children of God.
*OPENING HYMN  Gather Us In TEFWS 2236

1.Here in this place new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away,
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in the lost and forsaken,
gather us in the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.



2.We are the young our lives are a myst'ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face,
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in the rich and the haughty,
gather us in the proud and the strong;
give us a heart so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.

3.Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4.Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away,
but here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.



COMMON CONFESSION™ Scouts
God, you placed me in the world to be its salt. I feared
commitment and being changed, afraid of what others
might say. So my salt dissolved. Forgive me, Jesus. God,
you placed me in the world to be its light. I feared
shadows and poverty and turned from others’ struggles.
So my light faded. Forgive me, Jesus. God, you placed
me in the world to live in community, to break bread
with others as your love is made real in me. May it be
$0. Amen.

Pray in Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Scouts

One:  God’s Spirit has made you salty again and made
your light shine brightly once more. In the name of
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

Many: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All: Glory to God. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE Scouts
One:  The peace of Christ be with you.

Many: And also with you.

SCOUT MASTER MOMENT Mary Ward
SCOUT MEMBER MOMENT Silas Beckham

BLESSING OF THE SCOUTS Rev. Brandon Baxter



Proclamation of God’s Word

SCRIPTURE HYMN  The Summons TFWS 2130
Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your
name?

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the
world around

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you
in me?

During the hymn, children, age 4 to 5" grade, are invited to Children’s Church.
Participating children will return to their families later in the service.

SCRIPTURE Matthew 5:13-20 Scouts
Our spoken response to the reading of God’s word:
Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE RESPONSE  The Summons  TFWS 2130
Lord, your summons echoes true when I but call your
name!

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps
show.

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me

WORDS: John L. Bell. © 1987 WGRG, c/o lona Community. CCLI License
#11213957.
MUSIC: Traditional Scottish melody. Public Domain.



SERMON The Natural Laws of Salt Rev. Brandon Baxter

and Light
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Scouts
THE LORD’S PRAYER' W&S 3071

Our God in heaven, holy is your name, your reign come,
your will done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread, and help us forgive, as we have been
forgiven. In the time of trial lead us into light, for yours
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Our God, in heaven, holy is your name, holy is your
name.

OFFERTORY Bring Forth the Kin-dom Sanctuary Choir

Congregation is invited to sing on the 4™ stanza.

Marty Haugen Marty Haugen
© 1986 GIA Publication, Inc. CCLI License #11213957 © 1986 GIA Publication, Inc. CCLI License #11213957

Stanza 4 - Congregation join as directed.
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Bring forth the Kin-dom of jus-tice, bring forth the Cit-y of God!



*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom UMH 94
All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*CLOSING HYMN Cry of My Heart TFWS 2165

OneLicense A-733944

Terry Butler Terry Butler

Refrain

AH- —
)7 . |\ o | | 1 7

I J—
A y I I Jr—
V ']J.“l‘l1 N1 1 | | | 1T N l‘l1 N I |
~—
&

It isthecryof myheart to fol-lowyou. It isthe cry of my heart
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O Lord, andmakeme wholly de-vot - ed to on’
and more, and make me wholly de-vot - ed toyou.



*SPOKEN BENEDICTION Scouts

*SUNG Cry of My Heart Sanctuary Choir
BENEDICTION Terry Butler
*POSTLUDE Derrick Rohl, piano

*The congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.

¥ At East End UMC, we begin the Lord’s Prayer with the simple name “God”, acknowledging that many images
of God exist. Please use whatever language speaks to you, Father, Mother, Parent, Creator, etc.



Announcements

East End UMC Calendar Reminders
Sunday 2/8: 10:00 AM  Worship at Warner

Monday 2/9: 8:00 AM  Coffee and Convo at Ugly Mugs

6:00 PM  Finance Committee Meeting via Zoom

6:30 PM  Scouts Troop 3 Meeting at Aldersgate

Wednesday 2/11:  5:30 PM  Skeptics & Seekers at the Rich’s Home

Giving
Online gifts can be made via Venmo @eastendumc or online at
www.eastendumec.org/give. Please note if donations are for the General Operating

budget or the Building Campaign.

Please see www.eastendumc.org/give for information on how to check your current
contributions or pledges. We appreciate your gifts to EEUMC!

Nursery Ministry
Our Nursery Ministry is available during Sunday morning worship for children ages
8 wks. until 4 yrs.

This Week’s Birthdays
2/8:  Victoria Petrelli, Amanda Borchik
2/9:  Lewis Brown, D Terry, Martin Keith, Tammy Helm, Angie Wood
2/10: Claire Posey, Mary Jean Erwin
2/11:  Jon Yoder, Virginia Brown

+ Call to Worship adapted from liturgy at Lectionary Liturgies, https.//lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2017/01/liturgy-wcommunion-for-febraury-5-2017.html

++ Common Confession adapted from a Uruguayan prayer, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2014/01/prayer-of-confession-being-salt-and.html
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